
The Holy See

ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI
TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PAPAL FOUNDATION

Clementine Hall
Friday, 4 April 2008

 

Dear Brother Bishops,
Dear Friends in Christ,

I extend a heartfelt welcome to you, the representatives of the Papal Foundation, as we continue
to celebrate our Lord’s glorious resurrection during this blessed Easter Season.

“The Lord has risen indeed!” This was the response of the Eleven after the disciples from
Emmaus, who recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread, rushed to join them in Jerusalem (cf.
Lk 24:33-40). Their encounter with the Risen Lord turned their sorrow into joy, their
disappointment into hope. Their testimony of faith instils in us the firm conviction that Christ lives in
our midst, bestowing the gifts that empower us to be messengers of hope in the world today. The
very source of the Church’s service of love, as she strives to alleviate the suffering of the poor and
weak, can be found in her unwavering faith that the Lord has definitively conquered sin and death;
and that in serving her brothers and sisters, she serves the Lord himself until he comes again in
glory (cf. Mt 25:31-46; Deus Caritas Est, 19).

Dear friends, I am pleased to have this occasion to express my gratitude for the generous support
the Papal Foundation offers through aid projects and scholarships which assist me in carrying out
my Apostolic Ministry to the universal Church. I ask for your prayers, and I assure you of my own.
May your good works continue to multiply, filling our brothers and sisters with the sure hope that
Jesus never ceases to pour out his life for us in the sacraments so that we may provide for the
material and spiritual needs of the whole human family (cf. Deus Caritas Est, 25).

Commending you and your loved ones to the protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary, I cordially

https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20051225_deus-caritas-est.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20051225_deus-caritas-est.html


impart my Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of joy and peace in the Risen Savior.
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