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Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

Today we begin a series of catecheses on the gifts of the Holy Spirit. You know that the Holy Spirit
constitutes the soul, the life blood of the Church and of every individual Christian: He is the Love of
God who makes of our hearts his dwelling place and enters into communion with us. The Holy
Spirit abides with us always, he is always within us, in our hearts.

The Spirit himself is “the gift of God” par excellence (cf. Jn 4:10), he is a gift of God, and he in turn
communicates various spiritual gifts to those who receive him. The Church identifies seven, a
number which symbolically speaks of fullness, completeness; they are those we learn about when
we prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation and which we invoke in the ancient prayer called
the “Sequence of the Holy Spirit”. The gifts of the Holy Spirit are: wisdom, understanding, counsel,
fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord.

1. The first gift of the Holy Spirit according to this list is therefore wisdom. But it is not simply
human wisdom, which is the fruit of knowledge and experience. In the Bible we are told that
Solomon, at the time of his coronation as King of Israel, had asked for the gift of wisdom (cf. 1
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Kings 3:9). And wisdom is precisely this: it is the grace of being able to see everything with the
eyes of God. It is simply this: it is to see the world, to see situations, circumstances, problems,
everything through God’s eyes. This is wisdom. Sometimes we see things according to our liking
or according to the condition of our heart, with love or with hate, with envy.... No, this is not God’s
perspective. Wisdom is what the Holy Spirit works in us so as to enable us to see things with the
eyes of God. This is the gift of wisdom.

2. And obviously this comes from intimacy with God, from the intimate relationship we have with
God, from the relationship children have with their Father. And when we have this relationship, the
Holy Spirit endows us with the gift of wisdom. When we are in communion with the Lord, the Holy
Spirit transfigures our heart and enables it to perceive all of his warmth and predilection.

3. The Holy Spirit thus makes the Christian “wise”. Not in the sense that he has an answer for
everything, that he knows everything, but in the sense that he “knows” about God, he knows how
God acts, he knows when something is of God and when it is not of God; he has this wisdom
which God places in our hearts.

The heart of the wise man in this sense has a taste and savour for God. And how important it is
that there be Christians like this in our communities! Everything in them speaks of God and
becomes a beautiful and living sign of his presence and of his love. And this is something that we
cannot invent, that we cannot obtain by ourselves: it is a gift that God gives to those who make
themselves docile to the Holy Spirit. We have the Holy Spirit within us, in our heart; we can listen
to him, we can listen to him. If we listen to the Holy Spirit, he teaches us this way of wisdom, he
endows us with wisdom, which is seeing with God’s eyes, hearing with God’s ears, loving with
God’s heart, directing things with God’s judgement. This is the wisdom the Holy Spirit endows us
with, and we can all have it. We only have to ask it of the Holy Spirit.

Think of a mother at her home with the children; when one does something the other thinks of
something else, and the poor mother goes to and fro with the problems of her children. And when
mothers get tired and scold the children, is that wisdom? Scolding children — I ask you — is this
wisdom? What do you say: is it wisdom or not? No! Instead, when the mother takes her child aside
and gently reproves him, saying: “Don’t do this, because...”, and explains with great patience, is
this the wisdom of God? Yes! It is what the Holy Spirit gives us in life! Then, in marriage for
example, the two spouses — the husband and wife — argue, and then they don’t look at each
other, or if they do look at each other, they look at each other with displeasure: is this the wisdom
of God? No! Instead, if one says: “Ah well, the storm has passed, let’s make peace”, and they
begin again and go forward in peace: is this wisdom? [the people: Yes!] Now, this is the gift of
wisdom. May it come to our homes, may we have it with the children, may it come to us all!

And this cannot be learned: this is a gift of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, we must ask the Lord to
grant us the Holy Spirit and to grant us the gift of wisdom, that wisdom of God that teaches us to
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see with God’s eyes, to feel with God’s heart, to speak with God’s words. And so, with this
wisdom, let us go forward, let us build our family, let us build the Church, and we will all be
sanctified. Today let us ask for this grace of wisdom. And let us ask Our Lady, who is the Seat of
Wisdom, for this gift: may she give us this grace. Thank you!

Greetings:

I greet all the English-speaking pilgrims present at today’s Audience, including those from
England, Sweden, Norway, Finland, the Philippines, Zimbabwe, Australia and the United States.
Upon you and your families I invoke the gifts of the Holy Spirit for a fruitful celebration of this
coming Holy Week. God bless you all!

I extend a special thought to the young people, to the sick and to newlyweds. We are living in a
time of grace in Lent. Dear young people, may you never grow weary of asking for God’s
forgiveness in Confession! Dear sick, may you unite your sufferings to those of the Cross of Christ.
And may you, dear newlyweds, outdo one another in mutual forgiveness and help. Thank you.

* * *

APPEAL

Last Monday in Homs, Syria, Fr Frans van der Lugt one of my Dutch Jesuit confreres was
assassinated at the age 75. He arrived in Syria some 5o years ago and always did good to
everyone generously and with love. He was therefore loved and highly esteemed by Christians
and Muslims.

His brutal murder has deeply distressed me and has made me think again of the many people who
are suffering and dying in that tormented country, my beloved Syria, which for too long has been
the prey of a bloody conflict that continues to reap death and destruction. I also think of the many
people who have been kidnapped, Christians and Muslims, Syrians and those from other
countries, including bishops and priests. Let us ask the Lord that they may soon return to their
loved ones and to their families and communities.

From my heart I invite you all to join me in prayer for peace in Syria and the region, and I launch a
heartfelt appeal to the Syrian leaders and to the international community: Please, silence the
weapons, put an end to the violence! No more war! No more destruction! May humanitarian laws
be respected, may the people who need humanitarian assistance be cared for and may the
desired peace be attained through dialogue and reconciliation.

Let us ask our Mother Mary, Queen of Peace, to give us this gift for Syria, and let us all pray
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together. Ave Maria...
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