Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good Morning!

In this catechesis, | want to address the theme of “Missionaries of Hope today”. | am pleased to do
so at the start of October, the month which the Church dedicates especially to mission, and also
on the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, who was a great missionary of hope!

Actually the Christian is not a prophet of misfortune. We are not prophets of misfortune. The
essence of the Christian proclamation is the opposite, the opposite of misfortune: it is Jesus who
died for love and whom God raised on Easter morning. And this is the nucleus of Christian faith. If
the Gospels had ended at Jesus’ burial, the story of this prophet would have been added to the
many biographies of heroic figures who expended their lives for an ideal. The Gospel would then
be an edifying book, and also a comforting one, but it would not be a proclamation of hope.

But the Gospels do not end on Good Friday. They go beyond it; and indeed, it is this additional
fragment which transforms our lives. Jesus’ disciples felt dejected on the Saturday after the
Crucifixion. The stone that was rolled against the door to the sepulchre had also sealed the three
thrilling years they had lived with the Teacher of Nazareth. It seemed that everything was over,
and some of them, disappointed and afraid, were already leaving Jerusalem.

But Jesus is Risen! This unexpected fact overturned and amazed the minds and hearts of the
disciples because Jesus was not raised for his own sake, as if his rebirth were a prerogative to
envy: if he ascended to the Father, it was because he wanted his Resurrection to be shared with
every human being and to take each creature Above. And on the day of Pentecost, the disciples
were transformed by the breath of the Holy Spirit. Not only would they have good news to share
with everyone, but they themselves would become different from before, as reborn to new life. The
Resurrection of Jesus transforms us through the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is alive. He is
alive amongst us. He is living and has the power to transform.

How beautiful it is to think of ourselves as proclaimers of the Resurrection of Jesus, not only in
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words, but also in our conduct and testimony of life! Jesus does not want disciples who are merely
able to repeat memorized formulas. He wants witnesses: people who spread hope, with their way
of welcoming, smiling and loving; above all loving because the power of the Resurrection makes
Christians capable of loving even when love seems to have lost its motivation. There is a “plus”
which embodies Christian life and that cannot be easily explained by fortitude or greater optimism.
Faith, our hope, is not just optimism; it is something else, more! It is as if believers have an
additional “piece of heaven” over their heads. This is beautiful: we are people with an extra piece
of heaven over our heads, accompanied by a presence which some are not even able to sense.

Thus, the task of Christians in this world is to open spaces for salvation, like regenerative cells,
capable of infusing the blood of life to what seemed lost forever. When the sky is cloudy, it is a
blessing for someone who knows how to talk about the sun. Here then, the true Christian is like
this: not whiny and angry, but convinced through the power of the Resurrection that no evil is
infinite, no night is without end, no man or woman is definitively wrong and no hatred is impervious
to love.

Certainly, at times the disciples would pay a high price for this hope given to them by Jesus. Let us
think about the many Christians who did not abandon their people when the time of persecution
began. They stayed there, where even the morrow was uncertain, and where no plans of any kind
could be made. They remained, hoping in God. And let us think about our brothers and sisters in
the Middle East who bear witness to hope and offer their lives for this witness. They are true
Christians! They bring heaven into hearts. They look beyond. They always look beyond. Whoever
has had the grace of embracing the Resurrection of Jesus can still hope in the unhoped for. The
martyrs of all times, with their fidelity to Christ say that injustice does not have the final word on
life. In the Risen Christ we can continue to hope. The men and women who have a “reason” live,
resist better than others in times of misfortune. But those who have Jesus at their side, do not fear
anything. And this is why, Christians, true Christians, are never easy and accommodating people.
Their meekness should not be confused with a sense of insecurity and submission. Saint Paul
spurred Timothy to suffer for the Gospel, and he said the following: “God did not give us a spirit of
timidity, but a spirit of power and love and self control” (2 Tm 1:7). When they fall, they always rise
again.

This is why dear bothers and sisters, the Christian is a missionary of hope, not by his or her
merits, but thanks to Jesus, the grain of wheat which fell to the earth, died and bore much fruit (cf.
Jn 12:24).

Special greetings:

| greet the English-speaking pilgrims and visitors taking part in today’s Audience, particularly the
groups from England, Scotland, Denmark, Nigeria, Australia, Indonesia, New Zealand, China and
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the United States of America. | especially greet the new students at the Pontifical Beda College in
Rome, with the assurance of my closeness in prayer as they begin their studies for the priesthood.
Upon all of you, and your families, | invoke the joy and peace in our Lord Jesus Christ.

| offer a special greeting to young people, to the sick and to newlyweds. Today, we are celebrating
the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi. Dear young people, may his example strengthen in each of
you your attention to creation; may he sustain you, dear sick people, by relieving your daily trials
and dear newlyweds, may he help you build your family on charitable love.

| would like to announce that the General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops has organized a pre-
Synodal meeting to take place from 19-24 March 2018, to which all young people from around the
world are invited: young Catholics, young Christians from other denominations or other religions
and young non believers. This initiative is part of preparations to pave the way for the next General
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops which has as its theme: Young People, the Faith and
Vocational Discernment, scheduled for October 2018. With this journey, the Church wants to listen
to the voice, sensitivities, the faith and also some of the doubts and criticism of the young — we
must listen to young people —. This is why the conclusions of the March meeting will be
communicated to the Synod Fathers.
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