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Dear young people,

I am happy to be with you in Madison Square Garden. Today this is a garden of life, where young
people are alive: alive with hope and love, alive with the life of Christ. And it is in the name of
Christ that I greet each one of you today.

I have been told that most of you come from Catholic high schools. For this reason I would like to
say something about Catholic education, to tell you why the Church considers it so important and
expends so much energy in order to provide you and millions of other young people with a
Catholic education. The answer can be summarized in one word, in one person, Jesus Christ. The
Church wants to communicate Christ to you.

1. This is what education is all about, this is the meaning of life: to know Christ. To know Christ as
a friend: as someone who cares about you and the person next to you, and all the people here
and everywhere—no matter what language they speak, or what clothes they wear, or what color
their skin is.

And so the purpose of Catholic education is to communicate Christ to you, so that your attitude
toward others will be that of Christ. You are approaching that stage in your life when you must take
personal responsibility for your own destiny. Soon you will be making major decisions which will
affect the whole course of your life. If these decisions reflect Christ's attitude, then your education
will be a success. We have to learn to meet challenges and even crises in the light of Christ's
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Cross and Resurrection. Part of our Catholic education is to learn to see the needs of others, to
have the courage to practice what we believe in. With the support of a Catholic education we try to
meet every circumstance of life with the attitude of Christ. Yes, the Church wants to communicate
Christ to you so that you will come to full maturity in him who is the perfect human being, and, at
the same time, the Son of God.

2. Dear young people: you and I and all of us together make up the Church, and we are convinced
that only in Christ do we find real love, and the fullness of life.

And so I invite you today to look to Christ.

When you wonder about the mystery of yourself, look to Christ who gives you the meaning of life.

When you wonder what it means to be a mature person, look to Christ who is the fullness of
humanity.

And when you wonder about your role in the future of the world and of the United States, look to
Christ. Only in Christ will you fulfill your potential as an American citizen and as a citizen of the
world community.

3. With the aid of your Catholic education, you have received the greatest of gifts : the knowledge
of Christ. Of this gift Saint Paul wrote: "I believe nothing can happen that will outweigh the
supreme advantage of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For him I have accepted the loss of
everything and I look on everything as so much rubbish if only I can have Christ and be given a
place in him" (Phil 3: 8-9).

Be always grateful to God for this gift of knowing Christ. Be grateful also to your parents and to the
community of the Church for making possible, through many sacrifices, your Catholic education.
People have placed a lot of hope in you, and they now look forward to your collaboration in giving
witness to Christ, and in transmitting the Gospel to others. The Church needs you. The world
needs you, because it needs Christ, and you belong to Christ. And so I ask you to accept your
responsibility in the Church, the responsibility of your Catholic education: to help—by your words,
and, above all, by the example of your lives—to spread the Gospel. You do this by praying, and by
being just and truthful and pure.

Dear young people : by a real Christian life, by the practice of your religion you are called to give
witness to your faith. And because actions speak louder than words, you are called to proclaim, by
the conduct of your daily lives that you really do believe that Jesus Christ is Lord !
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