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I am indeed honored by the splendid performance of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.

I thank you for the opportunity to express my profound admiration for the artistic beauty which you
have shared with me tonight. Please accept my deep gratitude.

And I am honored to be able, on this occasion, to join my voice to that of my predecessor Paul VI,
who through the eloquent testimony of a long pontificate, showed himself to be the friend of artists.
With all the intensity of his noble soul, be convincingly attested to the Church's esteem for the role
of art. With consummate skill himself, he led the Catholic Church to a new level of dialogue with
the artists of the world. It was his fond hope that all art and beauty would lift the gaze of man
toward God, pointing the way to uncreated beauty.

For the honor of the memory of Paul VI, in my own name, and on behalf of the Church, I reiterate
my respect and admiration for your uplifting contribution to humanity, for your artistic creation that
exalts what is human and reaches what is religious and divine.

In the cultural and spiritual encounter of this evening, I extend my respectful greetings to all the
artists of this land, extolling the role they are called to play, with prodigious capacity, for the
advancement of true culture in the United States and in the whole world.
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