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 Sir Herman, Chancellor of this University,

Distinguished Professors and Representatives of all Australian Institutions of Higher Learning,

Dear Students and Friends,1. It is a great pleasure for me to be with you today, and it is with great respect and esteem

that I address you.I would like on this occasion to honour this University of Sydney and the other Universities throughout

this land, which are so much a part of the cultural history of Australia.I would like to honour all these institutions of higher

learning precisely in the role they play in relation to the truth at the service of man.I wish to honour those who staff: and

attend these institutions – all of you who devote yourselves to the work of the mind, to reflection and to teaching. You

recognize and bear witness to the human need “to know” in order “to be” – to be a fully acting person. You recognize the

need to use knowledge and the need to transmit it. By dedicating yourselves to human learning, you declare your

willingness to stand face to face with truth – the truth about man as he relates to the whole world, to all creation. In so

doing, you proclaim to the world the Author of creation. Indeed the whole of academe is of its nature an

acknowledgement of the relationship existing between man – the only earthly being with intelligence – and the Author of

truth.To seek and teach the truth effectively is indeed a great mission. To accomplish it. it is necessary to look beyond

one’s own powers to the Spirit of truth. This, dear friends, is your exhilarating task in this great land of yours, which is not

only yours but which is the Southern Land of the Holy Spirit.2. At the centre of all scholarly investigation, research and

study is the mystery of man – man as the image and likeness of God. And thus at the centre of all learning, with man,

there is God.The role of the scholar, the thinker, the researcher, the student, is the eminently human role of man looking

up to the Author of truth in the expression of his own incompleteness, and in the recognition of a need that he cannot fill

by himself. This attitude of the human person in the quest for truth is already an act of praise of the Author of truth, who

alone can fully satisfy the human intellect.All the institutions that you represent today exist in the context of this vocation

to truth: to pursue truth, to seek it out – precisely because it is the truth – in order to embrace it. and to live according to it.

This task, this pursuit of truth, which is arduous in itself, is formidable likewise in its scope. What is sought is the vast

truth about man, which includes the individual person – always however "defined first of all by his responsibility towards

his brothers and sisters and towards history" – and all society. The truth of man is discovered together with the truth



about the world in which man lives. What is also sought is the truth about God which explains the truth of man. The

scholar is called not only to discover this truth but to reflect on it. to reflect on its countless differing expressions. All these

differing expressions do not capture the full beauty of this truth about man, and much less the full incomparable beauty of

the truth about God.3. To pursue truth is also to reflect on the great moral and scientific questions of life. For all of you,

dear friends, it is also a means of reflecting on the issues of truth within the context of Australia and of her needs and

challenges.As scholars and students your task is far more than a theoretical one. You are called to place the great

patrimony of truth at the service of man. Truth itself becomes the service of love and unity. In the acceptance of the truth

there open up possibilities of love. Saint Peter tells us: "By obedience to the truth you have purified yourselves for a

genuine love of your brethren".The role of scholars also includes bearing witness to the standards of truth, helping others

to live by the truth when it is discovered.The pursuit of truth involves a great dignity and responsibility on many counts.

The scholar helps to transmit knowledge of humanity gained by exacting, rewarding and at times frustrating research. He

teaches and transmits the truth, and in so doing helps to strengthen the values of society.In order to help link truth

effectively to human conduct, your scholarship and studies must contribute to the building up of a society that defends

human rights; a society that protects its weaker members, especially the elderly, the handicapped and the unborn; a

society that encourages the family, recognizes the rightful dignity of marriage, and honours its children; a society that

sees its responsibilities to justice in terms also of international human solidarity far beyond its own boundaries. In other

words the scholar must contribute by his knowledge, beyond the walls of his institution, to the building up of a more

humane society. This is indeed the purpose of all human activity. Each discipline has of course its autonomy, but all

disciplines converge towards the good of man in accordance with the truth of his nature.4. Access to institutions of higher

learning is a privilege, and it is one that you have received and from which you are benefitting. It is increasingly available

to members of this generation. Such was not always the case by reason of circumstances and discrimination.The first

Catholic bishop of Australia, Archbishop Polding, in a Pastoral Letter in 1857, alluded to the times when Catholics were

denied access to centres of higher learning: "For many unhappy years in the past", he wrote, "... our intellectual culture

was from well known causes, difficult and precarious. But now we are invited to a free career in acknowledged equality".

This privilege of access to institutions of higher learning is indeed a great one and all people must protect it.At the same

time, the institutions themselves must recognize the right to freedom of study, enquiry and research, so that truth may be

attained. Truth requires from us absolute acceptance. In the presence of truth, man is fulfilled because he is a being

made to know. And in the presence of the Supreme and Eternal Truth man is totally fulfilled.The Catholic Church in

Australia has long since indicated her esteem for education and for tertiary education in particular. She has made

sacrifices to establish schools and to establish links with this University of Sydney. The founding of Saint John’s College

in 1857 bears witness to this esteem for the University. More recently the establishment of an Australian Ecclesiastical

Faculty of Theology – the Catholic Institute of Sydney – bears further witness to how the Church feels at home in the

university world.5. It is precisely because of the relationship of universities to truth that the Catholic Church has aligned

herself with them from the beginning. The history of their birth is intimately connected with her own life. She recalls with

pride the names of so many universities – outstanding examples of intellectual endeavour and human progress – that are

her offspring: Paris, Bologna, Padua, Prague, Alcala, Salamanca, Krakow, Oxford and Cambridge.Not only did the

Church consider it her duty to establish centres of learning, but she has not ceased working to maintain them. This has

occurred in the face of formidable obstacles and sometimes in the face of hostile regimes.Throughout the centuries the

universities have in fact been for society centres of knowledge, research and truth. The role of the university has been

not only to discover truth, but to place it at the service of society and to elicit collaboration in research for further truth.

This role is part of the very structure of the institution. In another place I mentioned: "No university can deserve the
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rightful esteem of the world of learning unless it applies the highest standards of scientific research, constantly updating

its methods and working instruments, and unless its excels in seriousness, and therefore, in freedom of investigation.

Truth and science are not gratuitous conquests, but the result of a surrender to objectivity and of the exploration of all

aspects of nature and man".In placing truth at the service of society, universities thereby supply structures of dialogue,

offering also to society the conclusions of study and discussion, and the reasoning behind profound convictions. This is

indeed a responsible role which the universities must merit, guard and not lightly surrender to those who can make no

claim to knowledge.6. By its very nature, scholarship is ultimately theocentric, and as such it renders immense service to

humanity. It helps people in their search for the meaning of life. It supports them in their gropings for the light of truth.

Scholarship, with the truth it brings, does not abandon people when they have succumbed to disregarding human life, to

tolerating violence, to pursuing greed, to accepting injustice. No, even as certain sectors of humanity are guilty of all of

this and are hence drifting to destruction, truth offers help. It will not go away. It still makes itself felt. It appeals to the

highest instincts of man. It confronts his conscience. It will plead its own case and prove it!As scholarship discovers by its

proper method the existence of God and receives insights into his being, it helps man to understand his own nature, to

know himself. The great nobility of the human mind is based above all on its ability to know God and to search more and

more deeply into the mystery of God’s life and there – at that point – to discover also man.It is no wonder then that, as

centres of learning, the universities of the past and the present have welcomed into their midst schools of theology,

dedicated to the science of God. The truth of God leads us to the truth of man, and the truth of man leads us to the truth

of God.7. There is yet another aspect to many institutions of higher learning, and it is the application of the Judeo-

Christian vision of man. In this twofold tradition there is the common denominator of divine revelation: man is seen in the

light of God’s revelation to the world. The full truth about man is greater than human reason can discover, but no element

of revealed truth will ever contradict the smallest particle of any truth.The world of learning and scholarship offers a very

special fascination to all those who hold the specifically Christian vision of man – for all those who profess that Jesus

Christ is "the Way, the Truth and the Life". The role of the Christian scholar is one which, without minimizing any access

to truth, holds that Jesus Christ as the eternal Word of God is the full embodiment of all truth. Hence the vocation of the

Christian scholar is to investigate, pursue, analyse and explain all finite truth in the light of Christ.When this Christian

scholarship is accompanied by prayer, then man finds the condition for truth’s greatest triumph. But there is yet

something else to be noted and it is this: when truth is fully unleashed in the world, it brings with it freedom. All of this is

exactly what Jesus Christ proclaimed. He told his Apostles: "You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free".

Those words of Jesus Christ have echoed through the centuries, as have these: "If the Son frees you, you will be free

indeed".At this point we reach the final moment of truth. This final moment of truth coincides with the liberation elected by

Jesus Christ. As a result of this liberating process humanity is free and unshackled to pursue its destiny to be itself: free

not in order to reject the truth but to embrace it. This then is the final temporal stage of all human searching: humanity

free to live the truth of its creation by God and its Redemption by Christ.8. Distinguished friends, dear students: it has

been a great pleasure for me to reflect with you on your mission of truth at the service of humanity. We all realize that

there are many other considerations that could be developed at length. But I have tried to emphasize the dignity of your

mission and the greatness of your calling, whatever be the prease connection of your life with the world of thought,

learning and research. Both in the field of learning and in that of instructing others your lot is cast with truth and with

truth’s uplifting and transforming power. All of you – in research, teaching, study and administration can be proud to

contribute something truly great and noble to the world, to your fellow human beings. Remember the words recorded by

the Prophet Daniel: "They who are learned shall shine like the brightness of the firmament and those that instruct many in

justice as stars for all eternity".On a very personal level, permit me now to tell you how many memories come to me by
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being here with you today. I feel at home, among friends, among my own. My association with the university world in

Krakow and Lublin is still vivid in my mind, but also all the many contacts that I have had with academe throughout the

world. And the common element in all of this is truth – truth at the service of humanity, humanity fulfilled in truth and

speaking the truth in love.Dear friends: may God sustain you in your commitment to his truth and to its consequences in

your lives. And in this truth may you all experience his love. © Copyright 1986 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
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