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We have come to see the beautiful setting for the masterpiece of Michelangelo, the Pietà. It is easy to understand how so

many millions of visitors have been attracted by this precious sculpture intended to honour the Blessed Lady and her

crucified Son. We are confident that it has moved countless souls and has given inspiration to artists to imitate the genius

of this great artist.

We congratulate Our Brother, Cardinal Spellman, and all those who have collaborated to produce this wonderful and

prayerful result. No expense and sacrifice has been spared to prepare a setting worthy for such a subject.

We have offered Our prayers to Christ, the Good Shepherd, Whose message of peace and concord We have come to

proclaim, and We are confident that through the intercession of Our Blessed Lady Our prayers will bear fruit.

As We gazed on this moving masterpiece, We could not but think of the religious convictions which moved the young

Michelangelo to such heights and to such a magnificent result. We feel that these same religious convictions can move

men in a similar way to seek peace and harmony among the peoples of this world.

We bless all of you, invoking upon you an abundance of heavenly blessings and graces.
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