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It is a real joy for Us to welcome you all here within the very home of the common Father of
Christendom. God has willed that We should be the Vicar of Christ on earth at a period of human
history, when the world is filled as never before with weeping and suffering and distress
unmeasured; and you know very well how Our paternal heart has at times been almost
overwhelmed by the sorrows of Our children. You are of those children, and We have prayed for
you. Your presence naturally recalls to Our mind the very pleasant days We once had the privilege
of passing in the great capital of the British Empire; but it also summons up other memories,
memories of those heroes of the Faith, St. Edward and St. Thomas a Becket, St. John Fisher and
St. Thomas More, who shed a supreme and unfading glory on your country. To their protection We
commend you all. You know only too well the dangers and uncertainties of life in war. One thing
make certain: keep always and everywhere close to God. This grace We beg for you through the
intercession of those loyal, saintly sons of Mother Church and of your loved England, while with
Our heart's affection We bless you and all your dear ones at home.

*Discorsi e Radiomessaggi di Sua Santità Pio XII, VI,
 Quinto anno di Pontificato, 2 marzo 1944 - 1° marzo 1945, p. 43
 Tipografia Poliglotta Vaticana
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